Cafe dialogue groupwork during the ED meeting, 9th of May, 2008, Kunbábony.
Differences and similarities in European civil society
Random notes from the table:

· The civil society is not the collection of NGO’s, it is broader and consists spontanous and non formal cooperations, actions

· There are big differences between CEE and WE in history, traditions and culture

· In spite of that we can rather say that the framework is different, the values are quite similar, and these are important

· The WE civil society is more formalized, structured

· The CEE civil society has a special „socialist” social capital, where the citizens got the „skill of powerty” (to be succesful with the lowest amount of resources), but that is transforming now and more and more similar to the West’s consumer society.
· The West already fallen asleep, politics are very far from the people (too much structures between them?)

· In the CEE region the state support is much lower and it is concentrated to support the service providers (reformulating the depence towards the state), that decreases the self organization and responsibility in society.

· In spite of thet movement and actions seems to be more present in CEE
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Nee to be changed:

· The competition between cicic organisations and local authorities (people and politicians) – that would go through education and trainings

· Help to create structures for the civic voices, decentralisation nof the politics, policies

· Help the rebirth of the middle class, which is more and more missing in CEE, through that filantrophy could be enforced

· Increase trust and solidarity

· Empowerment, education and networking could fill the gap betwee CEE and WE

Our priorities were:
1. Increasing organisational level

2. Training politicians and civic’s on each others role

3. Increase trust and solidarity

We suggest:

	Short term
	1. Extension of the Citizens Participation Week to WE

We should invite and motivate the CEBSD members and possibly other WE NGOs to participate in the event.

The first step could be to start in the People and Politics project, which has some events this year, Malmo in May, 2008 September in Hungary (during the CPW), and Norway at the end of the year

	
	2. Use the TLCD project to define long term goals in networking for supporting the traing of the politicians and civics in each others role

3. To link and develop together the Best Practice Database (CEECN) and the Good Practice (CEBSD) project. „Visit and see”

	Long term
	1. Create a „Network of Networks” with the intention of learn from each other. There are a lot of organizations who run nation-wide networks. The organizations who are Network-developers in their own countries have a wide-range knowledge and public infuence too, that could be the basis of the cooperation. Those could be: CAL – Poland, KÖTÁMHÁLÓ - Hungary, CKO -  Slovakia, CCI – BIH, Croatia, CEGA – Bulgaria


